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CIVIL ACTION COVER SHEET

Name And Address Of Plainig 2
KRISTA C, LISTER
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA I — b

WAKE County

In The General Court Of Justice

[] District (] Superior Court Division
Name Of Plaintir

GARRY D. RENTZ. DONNA A. RENTZ, & RKRISTA C. LISTER

Addrsss :
CIVIL SUMMONS
Clty, Stals, Zlp h
[ ALIAS AND PLURIES SUMMONS
VERSIIS G.5. 1A-1, Rules 3, 4
Name Of Deicndaniys)

Oate Onginal Summons lssued
BRADLEY CODPER

. Datefs) Subreguant Summons(es) Issued

To Each Of The Dafendant(s) Named SBelow:
Name And Address Of Defendant 1

BRADLEY COQPER . e
104 Wallsburg Court .
Cary, NC 27518-8320

Name And Address OFf Defendant 2

A Civil Action Has Been Commenced Against You!

You are noiified o appear and answer the complaint of the plaintiff as follows:

1. Serve a copy of your written answer to the complaint upon the plaintif or

you have been served. You may serve your answer by delivering a copy
last known address, and

Plaintiff's attorney within thirty (30) days afier
to the plaintiff or by mailing it to the plaintiff's
2. File the original of the written answer with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county named above.

If you fail to znswer the complaint, the plaintiff will apply to the Court for the relief demanded
Nome And Address OF Plamims Atlomey (if None, Adtiess Of Plainbtf) @i

Date g6 Time « 75 -
Wadc Smith and Alice Stubbs jé)i - /Q d 2 (/IV S O3 am Femr
Thartington Smith, LLP . -

in the complaint.

Slanatyre
PO Box 1151, Raleigh, NC 27602

L

Bpuly C8C D Assiglant CSC D Clark Of Supertfor Cour

L._J ENDORSEMENT Dale Of Entlorsement Tima D D
AM PM
This Summone was originally issted on the date Sorsa -
indicated above and returnad not served. At the request
of the plaintiff, the time within which this Summoans must
be served Is extended sixty (60) days.

D Deputy €88 D Agsistant C3C D Glark Of Superior Gourt

NOTE TO PARTIES: Many counties hava MANDATORY ARBITRATION Programs in which mast cases where the amount in controversy is 315000 or
less sre heard by an srbitrator before a tigl. The partles will bo nofified if this case it sssigned for mandalary arbitration, anq, i
S0, what procedure is (o be fallowed. : :

AOC-CV-100, Rev, 10/01 (Over)
® 2001 Administrative Office of lhe Coung
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL GOURT OF JUSTICE
_ DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF WAKE BT

GARRY D, RENTZ and DONNA A, *
RENTZ, KRISTA C. LISTER,

y
)
Plaintiffs, RS -
N
Vs, ) EX PARTE EMERGENCY
) CUSTODY ORDER
BRADLEY COOPER, )
Defendant. )

THIS MATTER having come before the undersigned Judge Presiding on an ex
Rarte basis upon the motion of Plaintiff's for an ex parte emergency custody order
awarding custody of the minor children to Plaintiffs pending further orders of the Court,
and the Court having considered Plaintiffs’ verified complaint and the testimony of and
the testimony from law enforcement, the Court makes the following: _

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Plaintiffs Garry and Donna Rentz are citizens and residents of Alberta,
Canada. Plaintiff Krista Lister Is a citizen and resident of Ontario, Canada,

2, Defendant is a resident of Wake County, North Carolina, and has resided
in North Carolina for at lsast six months prior to the institution of this action.

3. Defendant is the biological father of the minor children, Isabeila Cooper,
(“Bella™) born on February 23, 2004, and Gabriella ("Katie”) Cooper, bom on July 23,
2006.

4. Plaintiffs Garry and Donna Rentz are the biological father and biological

mother of Nancy Cooper, the deceased biological mother of the minor children and the
deceased wife of Defendant, Plaintiff Lister is the identical twin sister of Nangy Cooper,

5. Neither Defendant nor Plaintiffs are United States citizens. Plaintiffs Garmry
and Donna Rentz are the maternal grandparents of the minor children. Piaintiff Lister js
the matemal aunt of the minor children,

8. On the afternoon of July 12, 2008, a neighbor reported to the Cary Police
Department that Nancy Cooper was missing. Defendant Cooper never reported his wife
as missing and never contacted the Plaintiff Rentz’s to inform them of her
disappearance.
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8. Defendant attempted suicide as a teenager and threatened 1o commit
Suicide in the winter of 2008, '

Q. Defendant has acted inconsistently with his constitutionally protected
status as a parent to the miner children,. :

10.  Plaintiffs Garry and Donna Rentz have a close and loving relationship with
the minor children. They have spent time with the minor chiidren in North Carolina and
in Canada, have spent holidays with the children, and have frequent telephone contact
with the children,

1. Plaintiff Gairy Rentz previously served as the executive director for .
Alberta Social Services (AKA Children’s Services) for five years in Alberta, Canada. :
The Rentz’s have been married for forty-three years and have 3 stable horme for the

13.  North Carolina is the home state of the minor children and this Court has
Jurisdiction over the matter of custody pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50A-3.

14, Plaintiffs are fit and Proper persons to have physical and legal custody of
the minor children and the children’s best interest would be served by vesting their
physical and legal custody in Plaintiffs, '

15. Considering the special facts of this case, particularly that Defendant has
mational instability and the intense scrutiny currently faced by Defendant

as a result of the ongoing criminal investigation of Nancy Cooper's murder, there Is a

substantial rigk of bodily injury to the children while in Defendant's custody and that the

16.  The minor children’s best interests require entry of this ex parte
emergengy custody order awarding custody of the children to Plaintiffs pending further
orders of the Court.

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact the Court makes the following
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. This Court has personal and subject matter jurisdiction to enter this Order.

2, Plaintiffs Garry and Donna Rentz are the matemal grandparents of the
minor children, Isabella Cooper, ("Bella”) born on February 23, 2004, and Gabriella
("Katie") Cooper, born on July 23, 2006. Plaintiff Lister Is the maternal aunt of the minor
children. Defendant is the biological father of the minor children.

3. Defendant has acted inconsistently with his constitutionally protected
status as a parent to the minor children.

4. Plaintiff Rentz's and Plaintiff Lister have met their burden of proof and
e standing to bring their respective claims for custody of the minor children.

5, Plaintiffs are fit and Proper persons to have physical and legal custody of
the minor children and the children’s best interest are served by entry of this ex parte
emergency custody order awarding custody of the children to Plaintiffs pending further
orders of the Court.

IT1S THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED as follows:

1. Pending further orders of this Court, Plaintifis Rentz and Plaintiff Lister
shall share joint legal and physical custody of the minor children lsabella Cooper and
Gabriella Cooper.

2, Law enforcement in Wake County, North Caralina, or in such other county
or state where the children are found, shall immediately assist Plaintiffs in gaining
physical custody of the minor children.

3. The minor children's passports shali be immediately returned to Plaintiffs
so that they may attend their mother's memotial service in Canada. ‘

4, The return on this ex parte order shallbe heardon __ Juily a¢ ‘
2008, at ﬁf«_ a'clock, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached, by the Judge
presiding in courtroom __ B8, Wake County Courthouse.

5. -Plaintiffs are not required to post a bond in this matter.

This the Zéfdlay of July, 2008, at 3-’E(O’clock _/_?__ m.

20D /D

District Court Judge Presiding

Page 3 0of 3




Qo07/012

H 193340550 1. L : PR }
07/17/2008 THU 19:30 Fax § UH{J g{} Pol ! E_J

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
: DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
WAKE COUNTY

0o

R T ..

P fE
[ A

er

GARRY D. RENTZ AND DONNA A.
RENTZ, KRISTA C. LISTER '
Plaintiffs,

V.

"COMPLAINT AND MOTION FOR
EMERGENCY CUSTODY ORDER

Tr——

: . <

BRADLEY COOPER,
Defendant.

Plaintiffs, complaining of the Defendant, ailege and say:

1. Plaintiifs Garnry and Donna Rentz are citizens and residents of Alberta, Ganada.
Plaintiff Krista Lister is a citizen and resident of Ontario, Canada. '

2. Defendant is a resident of Wake County, North Carolina, and has resided in
North Caroling for at least six months prior to the institution of this action. :

3 Defendant is the biological father of the minor children, isabella Cooper,

("Bella”)'bom on February 23, 2004, and Gabriella ("Katie") Cooper, born on July 23, 2005,

4. Plaintiffs Garry and Donna Rentz are the biological father and biological mother
of Nancy Cooper, the deceased biological mother of the minor children and the deceased
wife of Defendant. Plaintiff Lister is the identical twin sister of Nancy Cooper and Katie is her

namesake.
5. Defendant currently has physical custody of the minor children.
6. On or about March 10, 2008, Nancy Cooper retained counsel to resclve al

pending issues, including child custody, related to her impending separation from Defendant.

7. Neither Defendant nor Piaintiffs are United States citizens. Plaintiffs Garry and
Deonna Rentz are the maternal grandparents of the minor children. Plaintiff Lister is the
maternal aunt of the minor children.

8. On the aftemoon of July 12, 2008, a neighbor reported to the Cary Police
Department that Nancy Cooper was missing. Defendant Cooper never reported his wife as
missing and naver contacted the Plaintifis Rentz to inform them of her disappearance.

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant claims that Nancy Cooper went Jjogging
on the morning of July 12, 2008 at 7:00 a.m. Upon information and belief, Nancy Cooper
never went jogging on July 12, 2008. Upon information and belief, Defendant was the last |
person to see Nancy Cooper alive.

10, On the evening of July 14, 2008, Nancy Cooper's body was discovered in an
outdoor location by a third parly. An autopsy was performed and her death has been
classified as a homicide.
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12, During the months priee 19 Napey Cooper's murder, Defendant engaged in a
pattern of emotional abuse directed towards Nancy Cooper and the minor children. Upon
information and bellef, Defendant fg@ﬂtﬁggjg yelled at Nancy Cooper and belittled her in the

presence of the minor children.

13.  During the months prior to Nancy Gooper's murder, Defendant withheld funds
from Nancy Cooper and refused to provide adequate financial support to Nancy Cooper angd
the parties' children. Nancy Cooper was not employed outside the home and had no source
of funds other than Defendant. As 3 result of Defendant’s actlons, Nancy Cooper was in
such a desperate financial situation that she was forced {0 borrow funds from Plaintiffs to
purchase groceries and necessaries for herself and the minor children.

14.  Upon information and belief, Defendant was unfaithful during his marriage to
Nancy Cooper and carried on a sexual relationship with 2 woman other than Nancy Cooper
prior to Nancy’s Cooper's death,

15, Upon information and belief, the marital residence is under investigation and
may be a crime scene. Defendant has been prohibited from returning to the marital
residence during the investigation. The residence js not an appropriate envirohment for the
minor children during the pending ¢riminat investigation of the murder of Nancy Cooper.

16, Upon information and belief, Defendant is mentally unstable and poses a
danger to the physical safety of the minor children.

17.  Upon information and belief, Defendant attempted suiclde when he was a
teenager and he threatened to commit suicide In the winier of 2008.

18.  Defendant has acted Inconsistently with his constitutionally protected status as
a parent te the minor children and is not a fit and proper parent to' exercise custodial rights
with the children. :

19.  Plaintiffs Garry and Donna Rentz have a close and loving relationship with the
minor children. They have spent fime with the minor children in North Carolina and in
Canada, have spent holidays with the children, and have frequent telephone contact with the
children,

20.  Plaintiff Garry Rentz previously served as the execiitive director for Alberta

- Social Services (AKA Children’s Services) for five years in Alberta, Canada. The Reniz’s

have been married for forty-three years and have a stable home for the children. For the past

wenty (20} year the Plaintiff RentZ's owned and operated Personal Support and
Development Network and Careers in Transition.
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22. Al of the Plaintiffs at this i
would be served by this Court awarding

oxe

§§£1 n

| j@% the minor children’s best Interests
- r;t ..’.'a .pw,

ysical eustody to the Plaintiffs.

23,  Since Nangy Cosper disappeared on July 12, 2008, Plaintiff Lister and various
other neighbors, friends, and family members have shared in the day-to-day responsibilities
of caring for the minor children,

. 24, Upon information and belief, in Aprit or May of 2008, Defendant_ removed the
minor children’s passports from Nancy Cooper's vehicle,

25. Defendant has initially toid her that she and the minor children could move to
Canada to reside with Plaintiff Lister.

26. By removing the passports without her consent he prohibited his wife and
children from traveling to Canada to be with Plaintiffs.

27.  North Carclina is the home state of the minor children and this Court has
jurisdiction over the matter of custody pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50A-3.

(@)  Plainiiffs have not participated as a party, witness, or in any other
capaclty in any other proceeding concerning the custody of the minor children.

(b}  Plaintif’'s have no information of any other custody proceeding
concerning the minor children in this state or in any other state.

(c)  Plaintiffs do not know of any person not a party to this proceeding who
has physical custody of the minor children or who ¢taims to have custody or visitation
rights with respect to the minor children.

(d)  The minor children have lived in Wake County, North Carolina, with
Defendant and Nancy Cooper since their births. '

28.  Plaintiffs are fit and proper persons to have physical and legal custody of the
minor children and the children’s best interest would be served by vesting their physical and
legal custody in Plaintiffs. .

, 29. Defendant is not a fit person to have custody of the minor children, for the
- reasons set forth above.

MOTION FOR EMERGENCY CUSTODY ORDER

30.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 25 above are incorporated herein by
reference.

31, Plaintiffs, pursuant to N.C, Gen. Stat, ' 90-13.5(d), hereby move that the Court
enter an ex parte temporary emergency custody order vesting legal and physical custody of
the minor children to Plaintiffs.
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32.  Considering the special facts oj;% s case (as set forth abeve), particularly that
Defendant has a history of emotional instabilityand the infense scrutiny currently faced by
Defendant as a result of the ongoing crimin ation of Nancy Cooper's murder, there

al investig
is a substantial risk that the children are exposed t0 a substantial risk of bodily injury in
Defendant's custody and that they may be abducted-or removed from the State of North
Carolina by Defendant for the purpose of evading the jurisdiction of North Carolina courts.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray that the Court:

1. Award immediate temporary and permanent physical and legal custody of the
children to Plaintiffs;

2. Enter an ex parte temporary emergency custody order granting legal and
physical custody of the children to Plaintiffs; :

3. Order Defendant to return the minor children’s passporis {o Plaintiffs so that the
children can travel to Canada with Plaintiffs for the memorial services for their mother.

4, Grant unto Plaintiffs such other and further relief as the Court deems just and
proper.

This thel Q_‘iﬂc’fay af July, 2008.

THARRINGTON SMITH, L.L.P.

&\)@L\ﬂ'\ Ao

de M. Smith =~ ° =7
NC State Bar #4075
Post Office Box 1151 )
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602-1151
Telephone: (919) 821-4711
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

o (/) L~

Alice C, Stubbs
NG State Bar #10294
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NORTH CAROLINA
VERIFICATION

WAKE COUNTY

GARRY RENTZ, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that | am the plaintif In this action; that ] have
read the foregoing Complaint And Motion For Emergency Custody Order and that the same is true of my owh
knowledge except as to those matters and things therein stated upon information and beligf, and as to those |
believe them to be lrue.

GARRY RENTZ
Plaintiff

NORTH CAROLINA
VERIFICATION

WAKE COUNTY
DONNA RENTZ, being first duly swom, deposes and says that | am the plainiff in this action; that

have read the foregoing Complaint And Motion For Emergency Custody Order and that the same is true of nmy
own knowledge except as to those matters and things therein staled upon information and belief, and as to

those | believe them to be true.
DO%NA RENTZ % Z

Plaintiff

NORTH CAROLINA .
YERIFICATION

WAKE COUNTY

KRISTA LISTER, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that | am the plainliff in this action: that |
have read the foregoing Complaint And Motion For Emergency Custody Order and that the sama is true of my
own knowledge except as 0 those matters and things therein stated upon Information and belief, and as to
those | helleve them to be true.

Z paX
KRISTA LISTER
Plaintjff

STATE OF NORTH CAROCLINA
COUNTY OF WAKE -
Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by GARRY RENTZ, DONNA RE%&:/? KRISTA LISTER.

| Date:a(!‘u’ %Qﬂ OMWCU il o 7

Official Signature,of Notary?

Ji M, Qs Y

Notary's printed or typed @ne. Notary Public

My commission expires: @! [t ju "Z

Jill Marie Gagno
Notary Public
Durharm County
North Garolinayn
rmission Expires 1L

e e st




